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MISSION STATEMENT 

 
 

 
 
It is the mission of the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency to 
preserve the quantity and quality of groundwater in the Ojai Basin in order to 
protect and maintain the long-term water supply for the common benefit of 
the water users in the Basin.  
 
The mission of the OBGMA is derived from its enabling legislation, The Ojai Basin 
Groundwater Management Agency Act, which became law in 1991.  The act was 
approved as a response to the needs and concerns of local water agencies, water 
users, and well owners of the Ojai Basin.  The Agency was established in the fifth 
year of a drought, amidst concerns for potential Basin overdraft.  The mission is in 
keeping with the history of the Basin and the circumstances existing when the 
Agency was formed.  Since that time, although there have been some good water 
years and the Ojai Basin has continued to provide sufficient water for its well 
owners, competition for scarce water resources in Southern California and Ventura 
County is ever expanding, water resource planning is intensifying, and the 
importance of the OBGMA mission is even greater today.   
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
 
 
 
January 23, 2009 
 
Dear Constituents of the Ojai Groundwater Basin: 
 
As I sat down to write this letter this year, I first looked 
back at the letter that I addressed to you last year. 
 
That letter began with a statement that the water year ending 
in September 2007 was the driest year in the recorded history 
of the Ojai Basin.  The following year, while not being as 
bad, still was the 34th driest and the 14th warmest out of 113 
years of accumulated data.  We can only hope that the balance 
of January, February and March will bring enough rain to stop 
this current year from being another record breaker. 
 
As I look back at the agendas of the monthly meetings 2008, 
I’m impressed at the list of things that have been 
accomplished.  We held our first election among the well 
owners to determine if the Agency could raise the extraction 
fee ceiling was increased from $7.50 to $25.00 per acre-foot 
of water taken from the basin.  Following the election, the 
Board raised the actual charge to $17.75 per acre-foot and 
only now in January of 2009 will the increase start to be 
realized by the agency.  Prior to this date, the Agency never 
had more that about $37,000 each year to fund all activities. 
 
Next, the Agency obtained authority from the California State 
Water Board to be designated as a “local agency” for 
groundwater recordation.  By undertaking this activity, OBGMA 
provides the recordation service for all well owners within 
the Agency’s boundaries and at a greatly reduced cost when 
compared to the charges imposed directly by the State.  This 
recordation of each well would be very important to the well 
owner sometime in the future if there were ever litigation 
over the basin water. 
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Later in the year the Agency was awarded a grant in the 
amount of $216,047 from California Department of Water 
Resources.  This grant, applied for in 2007, is for the 
purpose of conducting groundwater studies leading to the 
creation of basin groundwater models.  The goal of these 
studies and models is to fully understand the basin 
characteristics and capacity and to be able to anticipate 
when the basin is approaching overdraft.  With this 
information the Board will be able to become more proactive 
in basin management.  Today we are in a reactive mode because 
of a lack of hard data. 
 
In addition to these accomplishments the Agency is continuing 
to participate in the development of the San Antonio Recharge 
Project, which started in 2007.  The other participants are 
Golden State Water Company and Ventura County Watershed 
Protection Agency. 
 
The Agency has been able to accomplish many of these things 
only through the assistance of a great deal of volunteer help 
and I wish to publicly thank all of those who were so helpful 
in making all of this happen.  Now we need someone to develop 
a successful rain dance! 
  
 
Very truly yours, 
 

Jerry L. Conrow 
 
Jerry L. Conrow 
President of the Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
OVERVIEW 
2008 has been a year of positive change for OBGMA, and the coming year will be one in 
which significant advances may be made in the Agency’s ability to carry out its legislative 
mandate for the protection of the water quantity and quality of groundwater for the well 
operators in the Basin.  It will also be a year in which, more than ever, we need to be 
cognizant of the limited water availability in the Ventura River watershed and the 
implication that has for the Ojai Groundwater Basin. 

OBGMA Progress – 2008 
This past year may have been the most important year for OBGMA since it was created in 
1991.  With an 83% favorable vote well operators in the Basin chose to implement the 
legislation passed in 2007 increasing the extraction charge ceiling to $25 per acre foot.  
This made it possible for the OBGMA Board to increase the actual extraction charge to 
$17.75 per acre foot starting with the second half of 2008.  This means that income to 
OBGMA beginning in January of 2009 will be sufficient to obtain the services of a part 
time professionally qualified staff person.  This staff service for the OBGMA Board is 
essential if the Agency is to take advantage of the opportunities and to meet the challenges 
that are before us, which include: 

1.  Completion and implementation of the $216,000 Department of Water Resources Grant 
to develop an accurate, detailed hydrological model of the Ojai Basin.  This model will 
enable OBGMA to more accurately predict the effects of drought, increased pumping, and 
new wells, as well as help tell us which wells will be most affected by changes in the basin 
and how to implement conservation measures fairly if they become necessary. 

2.  Completion and implementation of the $1.3 million San Antonio Creek groundwater 
recharge project being funded under a State Proposition 50 grant.  This project has the 
potential of recharging an estimated 500 acre feet of water annually on average to the 
Basin. 

3.  Development of a watershed management Plan for the Ventura River Watershed by 
Ventura County and a coalition of all the water users and interests in the watershed under 
another Proposition 50 grant.  This Plan, if properly done, will give us an accurate picture 
of the water balance in the watershed – how much we can depend upon being available 
year in and year out, and also an accurate understanding of how much water we are using 
and need to maintain agriculture, municipal and domestic use in the Watershed.  Without 
this information decisions about adding additional water uses in the Ventura watershed are, 
at best, informed guesswork.  OBGMA has a very important stake in this plan, and having 
a technically qualified staff person available to participate in the process is vitally 
important. 

4.  Full implementation of OBGMA’s new responsibility for Groundwater Recordation 
delegated to this agency by the State Water Resources Control Board in 2008.  This 
provides the opportunity for all Ojai Basin well operators to protect their interest in 
groundwater through formal recordation at a fraction of the cost charged by the State in the 
past. 
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5.  Bringing OBGMA’s ordinances passed in 1992 up to date.  This action is needed to 
consolidate the many changes that have taken place in the last 15 years.  The process of 
public review began in the first OBGMA Board meeting in 2009 and is scheduled for 
adoption in the spring. 

6. Completing a formal agreement with Ventura County and the City of Ojai for processing 
and reporting on well permits in the Ojai Basin.  

7. Developing the capability in cooperation with Ventura County to more fully monitor and 
analyze groundwater quality, and respond to potential problems in the Ojai Basin. 

Water Availability 
2008 was an average water year and the Ojai Basin appears to be in sustainable condition 
with water levels dropping but within their normal range and capable of supporting 
extraction up to 6000 acre feet in 2009 assuming another average water year. Unfortunately 
with minimal rainfall through mid January 2009 a below average water year is likely. For 
details please see the tables on water extraction, precipitation, and basin storage in this 
annual report. 

There are number of potentially disturbing factors that may have problematic effects on the 
Basin.  There were eight new wells drilled in the Basin in 2008.  This may have been a 
result of the dramatic increase in the cost of Casitas water for agricultural users.  This 
increase came about because of two factors.  First, Casitas faced significant increased costs 
in undertaking deferred maintenance projects, and, second, Casitas revised its water pricing 
policies based upon their interpretation of state law.  That revision and its further impacts 
are currently under review by Casitas and a coalition of agricultural water users in the 
Ventura Watershed.  The amount of increased pumping to expect in the basin at this point 
is an unknown, as is the possible effect of decreased import of Casitas water for irrigation. 

Another unknown is the effect of removing Matilija Dam, losing that surface and 
subsurface storage capability, and utilizing stored Casitas water to provide slurry flows for 
the sediments in Matilija Reservoir.  A further unknown is the steelhead recovery plan due 
to be released in draft form by the National Marine Fisheries Service in 2009, and its 
potential demands on the water supply in the Ventura River watershed including the Ojai 
basin.  A still further unknown is the result of the current study of causes of algae growth at 
impaired sites on the Ventura River and the establishment of TMDL requirements by the 
State. 

Most importantly, as noted above, dependable comprehensive data on the water balance in 
the Ventura River Watershed has yet to be compiled.  Hopefully that will be accomplished 
as part of the Ventura River Watershed Plan, but, until that is done, piecemeal decisions by 
agencies or individuals could result in a dangerous reduction in water availability under a 
not unlikely series of drought years.   In the Ventura River watershed that is particularly 
troubling because we depend totally on the precipitation that provides our only water 
supplies, and even if it were available the cost of importing water would be significantly 
beyond the means of water users. 
 



 

WATER SUPPLY RECORDS 
 
Rainfall 
Information on rainfall provided to OBGMA by David Panaro, Manager 
Groundwater Section of the Ventura County Watershed Protection District.  2007 
was the driest year on record. 
 

From Ojai Fire Station – Gauge # 30 
    2003   -   20.35 inches 
 2004   -   13.06 inches 
 2005   -   43.84 inches 
 2006   -   23.87 inches 
 2007   -     7.43 inches 
 2008   -   20.59 inches  
 
Basin Storage Calculations 
These calculations were prepared for OBGMA by Ventura County Watershed 
Protection District. 
 
Although future water storage predictions may be somewhat dire, groundwater 
basin levels have not fluctuated as severely since the mid 1960's compared to 
what they did prior to that period (i.e., volumes have stabilized somewhat over the 
last 40+ years).  Estimated Ojai Valley Basin groundwater storage for the last 
several years is presented for comparison purposes below: 
 
            2002   -   62,567 Acre-Feet 
            2003   -   57,087 Acre-Feet 
            2004   -   55,094 Acre-Feet 
            2005   -   80,000 Acre-Feet* 
            2006   -   62,810 Acre-Feet 
            2007   -   49,570 Acre-Feet 
            2008   -   59,000 Acre-Feet 
 
*Note, at 80,000 Acre-Feet the basin is filled to overflowing (flowing 
conditions in the central and west ends due to sufficiently high pressures in the 
confined portion of the valley).   The basin storage low was estimated at 43,741 AF 
in 1951 (using all available records), so the 2007 figure is not considered extreme, 
merely cautionary, and some conservation measures should be considered to 
ensure future year groundwater supplies.  The present situation, early in the 2008-
2009 water year, is not promising.  The Basin may drop significantly in 2009. 
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STATE OF THE OJAI BASIN 
The following estimate of the state of the Ojai basin is based upon information provided by 
Jordan Kear of DB Stephens & Associates, Inc. 

Precipitation, Water Year 2007/2008 – near average  20.59 inches 
Precipitation, 2008-09 Water year to date: 70% average  12.52 inches 
Regional Drought Conditions     -2.0 to -2.9 
Palmer Drought Severity Index (March 2009)   (Moderate Drought) 
Water Levels in Key Ojai Basin Wells    Moderate 
Estimated water in storage in Ojai Basin    60,000 a/f (60%) 
Outlook for coming year      Persistent drought 

Although local precipitation has been low and the region is experiencing extreme drought 
conditions, the amount of groundwater in storage in the Ojai Basin is moderate due to the 
remnant water recharged during the extremely wet 2004-05 water year and the “average” 
preceding and following water years.  Recent precipitation during the water year to date, 
although low in total, has occurred with favorable intensity for recharge.  Accumulative 
precipitation on Ojai remains above the long term average.  Sources indicate, however, that 
dry conditions will continue and that basin storage will likely decrease significantly 
without adequate precipitation, recharge, and conservation measures. 
 

 
WATER DEMAND IN THE OJAI BASIN 
Beginning in 1993 the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency has kept a record of the 
reported groundwater extractions in the basin.  In the following table this is divided into two 
columns; extractions by Golden State Water (formerly Southern California Water) for Ojai City use, 
primarily domestic (column E); and extractions from private wells, primarily for irrigation use 
(column D).  These are added together to show total groundwater extractions (column F).  Casitas 
importations reported by that Agency are shown in column C.  Since 1993 the Casitas importations 
and private well extractions have been added together to show “Estimated Irrigation Demand”.  
Prior to 1993 an estimate of irrigation demand based on land use, crop water requirements, 
evapotranspiration, and rainfall was made, then the Casitas importations were subtracted, to come 
up with an estimate of private well extractions in the basin.  All units in the table below are in acre 
feet. 
 

A B C D E F 
 

Calendar              
Year 

Estimated 
Irrigation 

Demand 

Casitas      
Importation 

Estimated 
Groundwater 
Extractions 
(Private 
Wells) 

Groundwater 
Extraction 
for Ojai City 

Use 
(GSWC) 

Estimated 
Total 

Groundwater 
Extractions 

2004 7058 4185 2873 2015 4888 
2005 5462 2768 2694 1945 4639 

2006 5462 2796 2666 1834 4500 

2007 6877 3770 3107 1958 5065 

2008 6492 3176 3316 1736 5052 
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WELL PERMIT ACTIVITY 

2007 – 2008 
 
  
The following table shows all the well permits issued by Ventura County for wells 
within the boundaries of the Ojai Groundwater Basin for the Calendar years 2007 - 
2008. 
 
Permit 
Number 
 

Activity Date 
Issued 

Date 
Complete 

State Well 
Number 

Owner 

6713 New/Dom 12/18/07 03/31/08 04N22W05R07S William Rusin 
6713 New/Dom 12/18/07 03/31/08 04N22W04N02S William Rusin 
6724 New/Ag 01/11/08 05/05/08 04N22W05C04S Finch Farms 
6816 New/Dom 06/03/08 06/23/08 04N23W12K07S Alvarado Trust 
6815 New/Ag 05/28/08 07/16/08 04N22W04D02S Bella Vista N 

Ranch Prop. 
6843 New/Ag 07/17/08 08/05/08 04N22W05C05S R.H Asquith Trust 
6851 New/Dom 08/06/08 08/07/08 05N23W35J01S D.Herman/Ed 

Guerra 
6895 New/ 10/09/08 10/22/08 04N23W02J01S M. Perrett, Trust 
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WATER QUALITY 
 

The quality of groundwater in the Ojai Basin is extremely important to water 
users.  Water extracted by the Golden State Water Company and by the small 
mutual water districts for domestic consumption is routinely monitored under state 
regulations to assure that it meets drinking water standards.  Quality monitoring is 
not done on most of the wells in the basin.   

 
Under an agreement with the Ventura County Watershed Protection District, 

OBGMA took samples from a few selected wells each year that were sent to a 
laboratory for analysis which was paid for by the County.  For the last two years 
OBGMA was unable to take the samples, however the County did take some 
samples and had them analyzed in the lab.  Unfortunately funds were not available 
to undertake the study needed to determine useful information about water quality 
conditions and trends in the Basin, nor to refine and improve the sampling 
methodology.   This work needs to be undertaken in the future.  The data gathered 
by the County from wells in the basin was provided by the County for use in this 
report; as is water quality data from Golden State, the Ventura County Agricultural 
Irrigated Lands Group, and Santa Barbara Channelkeepers in tables B-C-D on the 
following page. 
 

OJAI WATER QUALITY DATA –Table A 

2007 – 2008 
 

SWN Date TDS Cl 
NO
3 

eC 
(Lab) Ca Mg Na 

CO
3 

HC
O3 SO4 pH K Fe Mn F B 

04N22W04F01S 2-Oct-08 713 9 7.4 898 126 31 31 0 260 246 6.8 2 0.4 0.02 0.2 0 
04N22W04P05S 5-Aug-08 689 24 38 906 96 26 34 -10 260 210 7.1 0 0.22 0.01 0.6 0 
04N22W05C01S 5-Aug-08 707 28 14.5 905 99 25 33 -10 250 256 7 1 0.69 0.07 0.3 0.1 

04N22W05D03S 2-Oct-08 660 20 7.5 850 109 29 36 0 220 236 7.3 2 2 0.06 0.2 0 
04N22W05M04S 2-Oct-08 782 20 33.3 994 141 34 31 0 320 201 6.8 1 0.08 0 0.2 0 
04N22W06K10S 5-Aug-08 804 65 28.3 1050 103 24 59 -10 290 233 7.1 1 0.06 0.06 0.4 0.2 
04N22W06M01S 2-Oct-08 810 90 25.1 1120 120 32 80 0 320 141 6.5 2 0.08 0.1 0.3 0 

04N22W07C05S 2-Oct-08 768 47 11.7 1010 119 25 74 0 290 200 6.9 1 0.07 0.04 0.4 0 
04N22W07D04S 2-Oct-08 1800 680 0 3010 294 63 230 0 300 230 6.7 3 0.1 2 0.3 0.3 
04N23W01K02S 2-Oct-08 1110 103 12 1420 200 45 59 0 470 220 6.7 0 0.2 0.04 0 0 
04N23W12L03S 2-Oct-08 1050 142 46.1 1450 185 40 80 0 320 240 6.7 1 0.09 0 0.3 0.1 

05N22W32K02S 5-Aug-08 837 128 3.2 1170 64 3 157 -10 250 230 7.3 0 0 0.05 1.4 0.3 
05N22W33J01S 2-Oct-08 765 20 0 975 147 30 45 0 250 271 7.3 2 3 0.1 0.4 0 
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Golden State Water Company-Table B 
Average Water Quality Measurements from Wells 2007 

NO3(Mg/L) Chloride (Mg/L) Sulphate (Mg/L) TDS (Mg/L) PH 
20 81 168 600 7.4 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

    Santa Barbara Channelkeepers Water Quality Data  -  Table D 
   January  February  March  April  May  June  July   August 

San Antonio                         
NO3 (mg/l)  2.9  2.5  2  3.5  3.6  3.6  3.3  3.4 

Ph     7.32  7.45  7.5  7.69     7.51  7.43 
TDS(mg/l )     228  409  551  553     556  593 

Stewart/Fox                         
NO3(mg/l)  4.3  3.4  1.6  1.8  1.6  1.2  0.5  0.5 

Ph     7.7  7.84  7.83  7.89     7.57  7.52 

TDS(mg/l)     522  522  749  833     820  865 
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TABLE C – 2008 VCAILG Monitoring Data 
measurement  Flow  pH  D/O  TDS  TSS  Chloride  Sulfate  Nitrate‐N  Phosphate 
(units)  ft/s     mg/L  mg/L  mg/L  mg/L  mg/L  mg/L  mg/L 

(benchmark)    
6.5 – 
8.5   >7  800     60  300  5    

San Antonio Creek at Grand Ave. 
1/5/2008  199.32  7.81  10.34  420  111  12  194  2.27  0.28 
1/24/2008  83.81  8.2  NM  539  3.32  12.6  215  1.42  0.03 

Thacher Creek at Hwy. 150 
1/5/2008  31.3  7.75  10.44  450  148  9  213  2.55  0.74 

1/24/2008  46.32  8  NM  377  11.4  9.67  147  2.72  0.28 



FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
              

Fiscal Year     Fiscal Year        Fiscal Year   Budget 
      05/06  06/07              07/08     08/09 
 
Income  $37,984.00          $39,247.00            $38,668.82 $63,125.00 
 
Expenses: 
 
Advertisement       161.00             368.00                   105.00  -0- 
Dues        130.00                     20.00                      -0-  -0- 
Office Supplies  3,135.00                2,258.00                4,852.98     1,680.00 
Rent     4,039.00          4,084.00                4,262.00     4,296.00 
Utilities       845.00             883.00                   996.06     1,140.00 
Travel        208.00             479.00                    -0-         600.00 
Payroll   14,432.00                9,543.00              13,385.96   13,200.00 
Office Support    2,078.00                1,838.00          3,667.50     1,200.00 
Reserve:            4,000.00 
 
Insurance: 
Worker’s Comp.    227.00                  196.00                  176.23        240.00 
Liability        813.00               1,000.00               1,125.00     2,400.00 
 
Professional Fees: 
Audit       4,828.00                  500.00    5,425.00     2,700.00 
Data Base           -0-                   1,000.00                5,750.00  -0- 
Tech Support         499.00               8,865.00    8,243.27   12,000.00 
Water Quality         -0-         -0-           -0-            -0- 
Basin Study         -0-         -0-           -0-             -0- 
Legal Fees         5,762.39  -0- 
VCIRWMP        300.00                    -0-                4,000.00  -0- 
HCP         200.00                    -0-           -0-  -0- 
Manager          20,000.00 
 
Total Expenses: 
  $31,895.00      $31,034.00           $57,751.39  $63,456.00 
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RESOLUTIONS 

 
 
The OBGMA Board of Directors passed the following resolutions during the period 
covered by this annual report. They are reprinted in their entirety in the following 
final section of the report. 

 
 

 
No.  2008-1 Resolution approving the Fiscal Year Budget for 2008-

09/2009-10. 
     

No.   2008-2 Resolution approving and Levying Extraction Charges 
    For Fiscal Year 2008/09 and 2009/10. 
 

No.   2008-3 Resolution contracting for professional consulting 
services with Daniel B. Stephens and Associates, Inc. 

     
No.  2008-4 Resolution in re Groundwater Assistance Grant Class 6 

Exemption from CEQA. 
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A RESOLUTION OF THE OJAJ BASIN GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT
 
AGENCYAPPROVING TH~ FISCALYEAR BUDGET FOR 2008-0912009-10
 

Resolution # 2008-1
 

WHEREAS, a budget for 2008-0912009-10 has been prepared and 
submitted to the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing on said budget was duly scheduled, advertised 
and held on May 29 2008, and all persons were given an opportunity to be heard and 
their suggestions carefully considered; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE rr RESOLVED, the Ojar Basin Groundwater 
Agency Board of Directors has reviewed the proposed budget for the period July 1, 2008 
through June 30, 2010, and hereby finds that the budget Is a sound plan for financing 
and expenditure control of the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency functions 
and the budget is hereby adopted. 

ADOPTED, SIGNED AND APPROVED this June 26, 2008 

ATTEST: c~Secretary [;:eJjxi~"w,~ 



A RESOLUTION OF THE OJAI BASIN GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT
 
AGENCYAPPROVING AND LEVYING AN EXTRACTION CHARGE FOR
 

FISCAL YEARS 2008109 and 2009/10
 

Resolution # 2008-2 

WHEREAS. pursuant to the Ojai Basin Grooodwater Management Agency Acts 
of 1991 and 2007, the Agency may levy an extraction charge to pay the costs of carrying 
out Its responsibilities and duties under the law; and 

WHEREAS. the Ojai Basin Grooodwater Management Agency Ordinances No. 
1, No.4, No. 4.1, and subsequent resolutions require the registration and reporting of 
groundwater extractions within the boundaries of the Agency and establish policy for 
levying an extraction charge under the law; and 

WHEREAS. the Agency has provided for notice and a public hearing on its 
proposed btxlget for fiscal years 2008109 and 2009110 and the consequent extraction 
charge: 

NOW. THEREFORE, BE rr RESOLVED. that the Ojai Basin Groundwater 
Management Agency Board of Directors hereby levies an extraction charge of $17.75 
per 8crHoot beginning July 1, 2008, which the Board has detennlned is necessary to 
initiate, carry on, and complete the powers, purposes and groundwater management 
activities of the Agency 

ADOPTED. SIGNED AND APPROVED this June 26, 2008 

ATTEST: ~Seaetary ~!N:~ 



A RES0LunON~OF,:'IB&OJAI.ASQl GR.QJJNDW4'BR ~A~MJ4NT'
 
AGENCY CONmAC'I1NG'FOR PRORESSION:A:L<OONSJ1l,11NQSE_VICES .
 

WITH DANIEL B. STEPHENS AND ASSOCIATES, INC.
 

'.. \' _ - ~ •• ,.' I ,. .ii ." ~< j' ,,,'II t •• ·'1 ' "J j.' I' 

'; .• ",:" ••.• ,1 ':' ~ •• ,RESeLWION.a.1OIh3 
• • ," 1 r : • ;;. "." ) ... .... . ( >':". 

. ~ . l ~ . -, i • '. ) I, ' . • I • . . 

Whereas,. ,The Oj~ ,Basin Oro~water Management Agency. (Ag~) .bas ~ 
established by legislatioD,(StQls.1991,:Cj -750(S.B.·1534).); and,:. ;' .. ,'.: .. 

, '0 '" '): •• ) ) : ~.. ': .......~. "\',1 

Whereas, the enabling law, known as the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Act 
("Authorizing Act"), provides in Section 131-404(a) that the Board of Directors of the 
Agency may adopt ord~ for:.tJ\e r~:o~ fDQIlitP.r;iqg,.: ~11atingj: conserving, r 

managing, and controlling the use and extraction ofgroundwater within the boundaries ~f 

the agency; and, 

Wherea84'.th.e Authoriziilg Act p~vides in SectiQn. 131-4Q9 .t"U~ .AgencY may contract 
for staffand other services 8nd may hire other contractors and consultants; and 

Whereas, the Authorizing Act provides in Section 131-501 the authority of the Agency 
to collect data and conduct technical and other investigations. and further provides that all 
hydrological investigations carried by, or on behalfo~ the Agency shaD be conducted by, 
or under the supervision o~ licensed engineers or other persons qualified in groundwater 
geology or hydrology; and 

Whe~ The Department of Water Resources Local Groundwater Assistance Program 
bas awarded the Agency a grant of $216,047.00 for the development of a groundwater 
model ofthe Ojai Basin; and, 

Whereas, Daniel B. Stephens & AssoCiates, Inc. (DBS&A) has prepared the grant 
documentation fur OBOMA, and has performed other tasks for OBG~ and bas 
extensive knowledge ofthe Ojai Basin and the Agency; and, 

Whereas, the Agency desires to extend the existing contract with Daniel B. Stephens & 
Associates, Inc., to generate the Ojai Basin Groundwater Model as funded by the Local 
Groundwater Assistance Grant; and. 

Whereas, all policy requirements set forth in Ordinance No.5 as adopted by the Agency 
are satisfied with respect to the proposed contract extension. 
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NOW"I'IIIiltEP6_IiECf RmoLYED BV TIm'BOARD OF-DIRECTORS OF 
'I1IEWU.~~R.I1NDWATER:MANAGEMEMT-AGENCY AS 
FOlLOWS: . 

The Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency bas a standing agreement (contract) 
with Daniel B. Stepbeos aDd AssooiBtes,~lniC. 1Fbe ~ agrees to add to that contract 
authorization fur DBS&A to complete the professional services fOr the development ofa 
groUDdwater model of the Ojai Basin under the Department of Water Resources Local 
GtOimdwater Am;istalXe Program. ·Of' the '$2l~041·.OO awarded by the DWR, 
approximately $14,000.00 is toward the OBGMA management and staff time and 
$202.047.00 woukl be the amount of the contract extension to DBS&A 

ADOPTED, SIGNED'AND APPROVE~·tbis August.28, 2008 

~ ArrEST: 
ecce VauDerMeer Secretary 
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A RESOLUTION OF THE OJAl BASIN GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT 
AGENCY CLASS 6 EXEMPTION FROM CEQA
 

RESOLUTION # 2008-4
 

Whereas, The Department of Water Resources Local Groundwater Assistance Program 
has awarded the Agency a grant of $216,047.00 for the development of a groundwater 
model of the Ojai Basin; and, 

Whereas, The nature of the Ojai Basin Groundwater Model will likely qualify it as a 
project under California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) because, among other items, 
it is an activity that is supported (in whole or in part) by a public agency, which includes 
grants and other assistance from another public agency. The modeling effort is 
categorically exempt from CEQA as a Class 6 exemption, as provided in CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15306. Class 6 activities do not result in a serious or major 
disturbance to an environmental resource. These efforts are strictly for information 
gathering purposes as part of a study leading to an action which a public agency has not 
yet approved, adopted, or funded (Section 21083 and 21084, Public Resources Code). 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
THE OJAI BASIN GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AGENCY AS 
FOLLOWS: 

Because the proposed project is effectively a study, with no physical infrastructure or 
physical changes, there are no anticipated CEQA obligations in connection with the 
proposal 

ADOPTED, SIGNED AND APPROVED this October 30, 2008 

ATTEST: 
J~~~.~Cece VanDerMeer, Secretary Lmow, President 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

A Note About ‘Annual’ Reports 
 
The term ‘Annual” can be particularly confusing for water agencies like the Ojai Basin Groundwater 
Management Agency.  This is because OBGMA actually operates on three different ‘yearly’ 
schedules: Calendar, Fiscal, and Water. 
 
‘Calendar’ years run from January 1 to December 31.   Ojai Basin extraction fees are based on the 
prior 6 months water pumped, and are billed twice a year on January 1 and July 1 with payment 
due 30 days after the billing date. The OBGMA Board sets the level of the extraction fee once a 
year, prior to July as part of the budget process, but that fee level is not in effect until the January 1 
billing of the next year for the water pumped during the previous 6 months.     
 
The ‘Fiscal’ year for OBGMA runs from July 1 to June 30.  Budgets are set and financial records 
are kept and reported on this basis.  Thus, the budget for the 2006-2007 fiscal year is adopted by 
the OBMGA Board in June 2006 and goes into effect as of July 1, 2006. 
 
The ‘Water’ year in California runs from October 1 to September 30.  This is because of our winter 
rainfall pattern.  Rainfall records and other water measurements are often kept on this yearly basis.  
The depth to water in wells and water quality measurements made in September at the end of the 
driest part of the year are important in understanding the condition of groundwater basins.  Where 
water year measurements are used in annual reports they will be so noted.  OBGMA begins 
preparation of its annual reports following the end of the Water year on the first of October each 
year with the intention of completing the report in time to send it out to all well owners at the same 
time as the January 1 billing, which, is, of course, the start of the new Calendar year. 

 

 
 
 
 




