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Discussion

• SGMA Compliance

• Basin Boundary Changes

• Sustainability

• Alternative Plan



SGMA defines Sustainability

• SGMA defines “sustainable groundwater 
management” as the “management and use 
of groundwater in a manner that can be 
maintained during the planning and 
implementation horizon without causing 
undesirable results”. 



Undesirable Results

• Chronic lowering of groundwater levels indicating a 
significant and unreasonable depletion of supply 

• Significant and unreasonable reduction of 
groundwater storage 

• Significant and unreasonable seawater intrusion 

• Significant and unreasonable degraded water quality 

• Significant and unreasonable land subsidence 

• Surface water depletions that have significant and 
unreasonable adverse impacts on beneficial uses of 
the surface water 
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Calendar Year

Rain Gauge Location: 34.4480 N 119.2300 W                      Rain Gauge Elevation: 745 ft (227 m) above mean sea level
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Perpetual Dynamic State

• Either in a state of recharge or recession

• No snapshot is accurate, outdated quickly

• Best to report to constituents 
(council, boards), as of _____________, 20__
– Ojai Basin is ___% full

– There are an estimated __________acre feet in 
storage in the Ojai GW Basin 

– Groundwater Levels and Basin storage are trending 
__________ consistent with this time of year

October 27 16

45

37,400

Upward













But In Ojai?

• Gravel matrix supported 
aquifer system

• Not “fine grained”

• Limited extent 
compared to large 
basins

• Recharge to aquifers 
occurs over the long 
term period of record

• “1951 low”

• Yet to be reached

• Historic point of 
maximum compaction 
or minimum pressures

• No observed surface 
evidence

• No observed subsurface 
evidence (Crushed Can 
Casings)







Perfect Candidate Basin for 
Alternative Plan

• Long Term Records

• Absent Overdraft

• Climate Driven Conditions

• Return to “Full” quickly with 
recharge



Key points of Alternative Plan

• Submitted by January 1, 2017 (Draft for Board 
Review October 27, 2016)

• Submitted every 5 years thereafter

• Submitted Pursuant to WC Section 
10733.6(b)(3):

– Shall provide information demonstrating that the 
basin has operated within its sustainable yield 
over a period of at least 10 years

• Functionally equivalent to a Full GSP



Alternative Plan

• Ideal for basins with existing  management 
and models

• Ideal for basins with detailed measurement 
histories

• Ideal for basins with no overdraft

• Ideal for basins where conjunctive use and 
self-regulating conditions have been ongoing 
for years. 
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Thank You

Jordan Kear, PG, CHG

(805)512-1516


